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Agriculture is the single largest employer in the world, with family farmers
accounting for the majority of this workforce. Family farms produce over
70% of all food and manage a significant proportion of natural resources.
Such a diverse and resilient agricultural model makes it possible to provide
suitable solutions to challenges revolving around food, society and the environment. It is vital that we recognise and support family farms if we are
to combat poverty and foster sustainable development.

Farmers across the world need
to respond to three major challenges
1. Feeding nine billion
people in 2050

Even though 870 million people, or one in eight, are
currently suffering from chronic undernourishment
and malnutrition continues to plague the world, demographic growth and food demand is set to keep rising over the coming years. Whilst the world counted
three billion people in 1960, it is currently populated
by seven billion people, number which is expected to
rise to over nine billion by 2050. Moreover, increasing
urbanisation brings about changes in food demand, insofar as people want to eat more processed food that
is richer and more varied. Agricultural biomass will
play an increasingly important role in non-food processes in particular. Improving access to good-quality
food and reducing food loss and waste will prove to be
crucial factors in solving the global food challenge.

2. Combating poverty
and inequality
The agricultural sector forms the cornerstone of society in the majority of developing countries and, paradoxically, accounts for the largest portion of the
world's population living in extreme poverty and suffering from food insecurity. A significant percentage
of producers in such situations are often forced to
abandon farming without any guarantees for the future. However, agricultural growth does provide significant leverage for creating jobs, reducing poverty and
inequality and fighting hunger across the world.

3. Managing natural resources
in a sustainable and effective
manner
Farmers worldwide are being forced to address such
environmental challenges as climate change, the fight
against declining soil fertility, farmland loss and sustaining biodiversity, amongst others. Since agriculture
is the leading user of natural resources, it should innovate and adapt to deal with the increasing pressure
exerted on ecosystems. Special attention should be
given to the need to enhance its capacity to adapt to
the impacts of climate change and mitigate agriculture-related greenhouse gas emissions.

Family farming in a nutshell
Farming systems vary across the world due to the fact that they are intrinsically linked to the
natural resources exploited by farmers and the unique history of each region, reflecting agrarian, cultural and social factors.

Family farming is the most widespread form of agriculture, with 500 million family farms providing the majority of jobs1.

Family farming is different on account of the strong link between the family and the production
unit in addition to that between physical capital and family property and a workforce comprised
mainly of family members. Family-run farms are managed with economic and social functions
in mind. This is different to the agro-industrial model, which is characterised by a physical capital held by shareholders or owners who are not on the farm in addition to management and
paid workers.
Although very diverse in terms of their size, structure, production and marketing systems, family farms form a united whole and offer several benefits when it comes to tackling food-related, social and environmental concerns. In a broad range of production conditions and
situations, family farms play a crucial role in development by:

D Feeding people
and fighting hunger
Family farming accounts for 70% of global food production and supplies both local and international markets. From an economic viewpoint, the flexible
workforce and streamlined use of its production resources mean that family farms are often more productive2 than other types of farms. Family farming
provides food security for hundreds of millions of family farmers and contributes to that of millions of
others. However, 50% of people suffering from undernourishment are poor farm workers or farmers and
80% live in rural areas. Nevertheless, in most cases,
hunger is not caused by a lack of production, it is rather the result of poverty and insufficient access to
the means of production (e.g. land and water). This explains why supporting family farmers helps to ensure
food security directly.

(1) « Les Agricultures Familiales du Monde", CIRAD May 2013
(2) Total factor productivity (TFP)

D Combating poverty,
maintaining and creating
new jobs in rural areas

D Adapting and innovating
to deal with ever-changing
contexts

As the World Bank highlighted in its 2008 report,
growth in agriculture is on average at least twice as
effective in reducing poverty compared with other sectors. Agricultural growth reduces poverty directly, by
raising farm incomes, and indirectly, through generating employment opportunities in the farming and
other related sectors. When faced with high demographic growth and a limited number of alternative employment opportunities, family farming can play a
crucial role in the economic inclusion of young workers.

Whereas industrial agriculture is often subject to heavy
investment, family farms are more flexible and can easily
adapt their crops year upon year according to market
trends. They can also alternate between food crops and
cash crops. This resilience of family farming is crucial in
a context where climatic conditions are changing. The
extent to which family farmers were able to innovate was
the driving force behind the agricultural revolutions that
marked the history of agriculture and indeed the global
supply of food.

D Managing natural resources
in a sustainable manner

Family farms are different on account of the wide variety of production systems that affect the environment in a number of ways. However, family farming's
close ties with the land as well as the concept of heritage passed on to future generations are unquestionable assets. In order to ensure efficiency,
environmental factors should be fully incorporated into
public policies promoting family farming.

D Nurturing the development
of a substantial rural landscape
In addition to playing a simple production role, family
farming is crucial when it comes to nurturing vibrant
economic, social and cultural development in rural
areas. Indeed, family farming is very much part of the
local economy and helps to maintain people in rural
areas. Due to the importance placed in passing on
knowledge from generation to generation, family farming offers assurance of genuine expertise, providing
an effective response to local customs and food culture. The moderate size of family farms requires producers to match together and organise themselves,
promoting mutual assistance, integration into markets
and the creation of added value. Such an organisation
of farmers if often leading to democracy.

However, such assets can only be leveraged through
public policy that promotes family farming.

The European Union and France:
ambitious promoting
family farming policies
D An ambitious and evolutive
European agricultural policy
Shortly after the end of the Second World War, the six
founding countries of the European Union implemented
a common agricultural policy (CAP) with a view to increasing productivity, ensuring a fair standard of living
for the agricultural community, stabilising markets,
guaranteeing food supply and ensuring reasonable
prices for consumers. This European agricultural policy served its purpose and helped to revolutionise
agriculture in Europe whilst maintaining a diverse network of structures – the majority of which are familyrun – and adapting to the global challenges of
improving competitiveness, safeguarding the environment and developing rural areas, which all stemmed
from changes in society. Particular attention was given
to small- and medium-sized farms and the integration
of young people.

D A proactive French policy
governing land
In France, the policy governing agricultural structures
aims to modernise family farms and keep the development of large-scale farms in check. As such, spatial
planning as well as rural and forestry development instruments have been created and several measures
have been put in place, including: controlling the attribution of land to regulate the size of farms, monitoring farm rent and ensuring better access to land.

D Supporting the organisation
of the profession from both
political and economic
standpoints

As regards politics, professional agricultural associations play an active role in decision-making processes
and the implementation of agricultural policies. As regards the economy, the setting up of inter-professions
led to the organisational capabilities of the different
agricultural sectors being improved and the introduction of various tools empowered farmers, by recognising producer organisations and establishing written
contracts. What were once exclusively French methods have since been replicated at European level.

D Promoting high-quality
produces and recognising
the core role played
by agriculture in rural areas

Keenly aware of the exceptional wealth of France's diverse landscape, the French government has spent almost a century implementing a quality- and
origin-based policy to bolster the competitiveness of
its farms, the majority of which are family-run. This policy, based on the relationship between origin, superior
quality and the environmental respect, is now shared
at European level and represents powerful leverage for
promoting and developing our regions.

Key facts and figures

Over the last fifty years, the total
agricultural production in France has
doubled, meeting the needs of a
growing population and helping to
ensure global food balances.
The sanitary quality of food meets the
standards expected by consumers.
The number of farms has been
reduced by a factor of four in less than
fifty years. This change has brought
about a significant improvement in
economic performance and working
methods. Despite the drop in the
number of farms, the majority of those
still in operation are family-run, some
are concentrating on diversifying and
pursuing local integration, whilst
others are organised as companies.

FRENCH AGRICULTURE TODAY
IN A NUTSHELL
3

500,000 farms covering an average
of 55 hectares 55 hectares,
with 966,000 people in permanent
employment

3 Agricultural production doubled in 50 years
(€66 billion IN 2010)

3 Increasing well trained farmers, 34%
of which have completed higher education
courses
3 Over 1 million jobs in the agricultural
sector, over 25% of which are occupied
by women

3 Agro-food industry the second largest
industrial employer

3

25 % of farms with at least one product
bearing an official quality mark

Suitable public policies
boost the performance
of family farms to
respond to global challenges
In order to optimise the benefits of family farms and unlock
their high potential of improving the economy, society and
the environment, a supportive institutional and economic
framework should be implemented alongside public policies supporting and recognising the economic and social role played by agriculture.
The supportive strategies to develop and modernise family
farms must take into account the specific features of each
farm at local level. Such strategies should be developed
through a variety of growth trajectories keeping sustainable
development in mind.

With regards to combating food
insecurity,

the priority of France's policy of international
cooperation and development is to encourage family
farming, a type of farming that promotes diversity,
generates employment and respects ecosystems.
As such, France supports a variety of initiatives that enable
family farming to play its role fully. This involves: adopting
agricultural policies, boosting integration at regional level,
structuring agricultural markets, developing sectors,
supporting farmers' organisations, ensuring fair access to
water, ensuring better access to land and fighting against
declining soil fertility.

